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Circumplast®	vs	Plastibell®–	A	comparison	of	the	features	

The distal opening cannot affect 
the glans, as can be seen in 
Figure 1, due to the cylindrical 
body of the Circumplast®. 

Figure 1 Figure 2 

Proximal migration of the 
Plastibell circumcision device. 

1- Distal	 Opening

The Circump	last® circumcision device has a cylindrical body, thus 
the distal op	ening of the device is the same diameter as the 
proximal ope	ning. This feature ensures that the glans cannot be 
obstructed in	 any way, thereby removing any potential threat to the 
glans. The g	lans is protected throughout the circumcision and 
recovery, an	d ischemia of the glans is not possible due to the 
design of the	 distal opening. This can be seen in Figure 1 below: 

1- Distal Opening

The Plastibell circumcision device has a bell shaped body, 
resulting in the distal opening having a smaller diameter than the 
proximal opening. The distal opening is designed to act as a 
barrier to the glans of the penis. This has generated problems 
such as proximal migration of the Plastibell device. This occurs 
when the glans slides through the distal opening, and can result 
in ischemia of the glans and possibly necrosis as can be seen in 
Figure 2 below:	
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2- Locations to secure the ligature

The Circumplast® circumcision device provides several 
locations at which the ligature can be secured. This can be 
used to choose the amount of foreskin to be removed. If a 
large amount of foreskin is to be removed, the ligature is 
secured proximally. Conversely, for a small amount of foreskin 
to be removed, the ligature is secured distally. The ribs provide 
further locations for the ligature to be secured and also ensure 
that the ligature cannot migrate by acting as static barriers. An 
important feature of the Circumplast® circumcision device is the 
fact that the device is inserted up to the coronal sulcus. This 
ensures that the ligature can be secured at any location along 
the body of the Circumplast® without inducing any tension in 
the foreskin. This feature in combination with the distal opening 
completely removes the possibility and threat of injury due to 
proximal migration.  

2- Locations to secure the ligature

The Plastibell circumcision device provides one location in 
which the ligature can be secured. Therefore the amount of 
foreskin to be removed is governed by the device, rather than 
the surgeon. In order to remove larger amounts of foreskin, the 
foreskin must be pulled over the device and the ligature 
secured once the level is reached. This induces tension into 
the foreskin, and ultimately causes the foreskin to pull the distal 
opening of the Plastibell device over the glans causing 
proximal migration to occur. This proximal migration can cause 
injuries to the glans and the shaft of the penis and may lead to 
necrosis of the glans. 
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3- Handle

The Plastibell handle is designed to act as a location to secure 
the forceps which hold the foreskin in place during the securing 
of the ligature. The surgeon must place the forceps on the 
handle as there is no alternative location at which the forceps 
can be placed. 

3-	 Handle

The Circu	mplast® handle is designed in a way to ensure there 
is no contact	 with the glans. The placement of the handle also 
simplifies 	the location of the forceps which the surgeon places 
to hold the foreskin in place, during the securing of the 
ligature. The surgeon can place the forceps at any location 
along the circumference of the distal lip or handle, thus 
simplifying the procedure. 
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4- Proximal lip

The Circumplast® circumcision device has a unique proximal lip 
located circumferentially at the proximal opening. This lip has 
several functions. First, the lip acts as a visual indicator of the 
location of the proximal end of the device and can be seen 
through the foreskin. The lip also provides a location at which the 
maximum amount of foreskin can be removed without inducing 
tension into the foreskin. Circumplast®

-

penis.

The glans of the penis is kept completely safe throughout 

after several days.

This also helps to prevent direct contact with the external 
meatal opening and nappies which could prevent meatal 
stenosis in the future.

Circumplast is unique in its ability to allow for multiple lo-
cations in which the surgeon may secure the ligature which 
comes sterilized with the device.

The proximal lip of the device helps to cut the inner mucosal 
skin very close to the coronal sulcus. This also prevents future 
adhesion of the inner mucosal skin to the glans of the penis 
and gives a better cosmetic appearance

vative design is a simple procedure The result of this inno
which allows the surgeon to simply choose the amount of 
foreskin to be removed by securing the ligature at any loca-
tion desired.

The handle of Circumplast® is design in such a way to ensure 
the surgeon can see the glans. The proximal lip provides a 
visual indicator of the device to make sure the correct posi-

te at the breakage of the handle is away from glans of the 

The surgeon has the option to change the location of ligature 
if it is placed incorrectly or if the inner mucosal skin is left longer 
than expected even after placing the ligature.

rcumcision is safe as water can 
enter the cavity between the Circumplast and the glans. The 
water is not retained in the cavity eliminating the possibility of 
the water remaining in this area because of the cylindrical shape 
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